LIVE  TURKEYS   FOR   SALE   IN   THE   STREETS   OF   HAVANA
Meat and poultry will not remain in good condition for long in a hot climate.   The Cubans obviate
the chance of their table poultry going bad by buying it before it is killed.   This merchant goes
from door to door with his turkeys fastened on to his horse.   The customer selects a bird to his
choice and the vendor kills it for him
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carried away. As once they threw their heart into the contest with Spain, so now do they throw their heart into other contests of much less urgency ; in fact, one might sometimes surmise, of no urgency whatsoever.
While the original stock of the Cuban race was recruited mainly from the Iberian peninsula, there is also a good deal of old French blood in the country, arising from traders and privateers of
the seventeenth century and from the settlers forced to flee thither from San Domingo about the time of the Revolution. This mingling of French strains with the original Spanish has produced a nation quite individual as a whole, though Latin in its main characteristics. The sense of nationality and patriotism is as powerfully felt in Cuba as in the South American Republics. By the end of the sixteenth
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